WARMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

<  t 


medical  Officer's  Report  for  1904. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


Warminster,  January  21,  1905. 


I  have  again  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  your  Council. 

DEATH  RATE. 

During  the  past  year  the  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was 
91,  exactly  the  same  number  as  last  year,  but  to  this  number  must  be  added  the 
names  of  four  persons  belonging  to  the  district,  dying  outside  the  district,  viz.  : 
one  each  from  the  villages  of  Horningsham  and  Brixton  Deverill  in  the  Cottage 
Hospital,  the  sudden  death  of  an  old  man  from  Chitterne,  and  of  a  resident  of 
Longbridge  Deverill  at  the  Workhouse,  and  the  death  of  a  parishioner  of  Sutton 
Veny  at  a  private  residence  in  Warminster.  This  total  of  96  gives  a  death  rate 
of  1 5 '4  per  1000. 

The  ages  of  death  ranged  from  6  hours  to  95  years,  and  the  deaths  of 
persons  over  80  years  of  age  numbered  thirteen.  The  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age  numbered  eleven,  three  of  which  only  lived  a  few  hours.  With 
regard  to  seasons,  there  were  31  deaths  in  the  first  quarter,  19  in  the  second,  21 
in  the  third,  and  20  in  the  last. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

The  births,  which  were  much  below  the  average  numbered  106,  equal  to 
a  birth  rate  of  17  0  per  1000. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


I  will  now  allude  to  the  prevalence  of  these  diseases  during  the  year. 


DIPHTHERIA. — Five  cases  of  this  disease,  two  of  which  proved  fatal, 
were  reported  to  me.  Two  of  these  cases  occurred  in  a  large  family  at  Corsley, 
two  at  Knook,  and  one  at  Codford. 


SCARLET  FEVER, — Eighteen  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported,  viz.  : 

v' t  yC* 

fourteen  at  Stockton,  eight  at  Heytesbury,  and  one  at  Sherrington,  Corsley, 


Norton  Bavant,  and  Knook.  With  one  exception  the  cases  were  of  the  mildest 
description,  and  the  only  death  that  occurred  was  a  young  child  aged  eight  months. 


No  case  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred,  but  five  cases  of  Erysipelas  were 
reported. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


I  have  no  complaints  of  scarcity  of  water,  which  I  think  has  been  more 
than  ample  in  every  part  of  the  district.  Some  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
work  for  supplying  Upton  Scudamore  with  a  proper  water  supply. 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

Special  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  condition  of  dairies  and  cowsheds. 
I  have  nothing  to  complain  of  in  the  dairies,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  the 
cowsheds  are  excellent,  but  many  of  the  latter  are  much  neglected,  and  some  of 
the  yards  adjacent  to  the  sheds  are  kept  in  a  dirty  state.  The  disgraceful  stale 
of  one  yard  in  the  district  was  reported  by  me  to  the  Council.  T  am  pleased  to 
say  that  on  visiting  this  yard  a  short  time  ago  I  found  matters  were  improved, 
but  the  state  of  the  yard  was  still  unsatisfactory.  When  inspecting  dairies  you 
cannot  do  more  than  inquire  as  to  the  amount  of  cleanliness  prevalent  with  the 
milkers,  and  impress  upon  them  the  necessity  of  clean  hands,  clean  udders,  and 
clean  milking  cans.  If  the  yards  and  approaches  to  the  cowsheds  are  not  kept  in 
a  proper  state,  it  naturally  happens  that  the  cows  get  in  a  filthy  state  on  their 
way  to  the  cowsheds  for  milking. 


INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


The  district  has  been  thoroughly  inspected,  and  the  result  of  these  inspec¬ 
tions  are  reported  to  the  Council  at  their  monthly  meetings. 

IMBER. — The  cottage  accommodation  is  ample  and  of  fair  quality  for  an 
agricultural  village.  The  state  of  the  cottages  at  the  entrance  to  the  village 
complained  of  in  my  last  report  has  been  much  improved,  and  one  of  them  is  now 
unoccupied. 

CHITTERNE. — Some  of  the  cottages  in  this  village  are  badly  constructed 
and  of  inferior  quality,  but  the  general  condition  of  the  village  is  much  improved  > 
and  many  of  the  worst  cottages  are  empty. 


CODFORD. — The  condition  of  this  village  is  satisfactory,  and  the  cottages 
are  not  so  close  together  as  at  Chitterne. 

STOCKTON. — The  cottages  that  I  complained  of  in  my  last  report  as  being- 
unsatisfactory,  are  now  improved. 

SHERRINGTON,  BOYTON,  and  GORTON.— These  villages  are  low  and 
damp  in  winter,  there  are  a  few  unsatisfactory  cottages  in  these  villages,  but 
many  of  the  older  cottages  have  been  repaired. 


UPTON  LOVELL,  SUTTON  VENY,  and  BISHOPSTROW.— The 
cottage  accommodation  in  these  villages  is  ample  and  of  good  quality.  A  great 
many  cottages  in  the  Parish  of  Sutton  Venv  are,  owing  to  the  decrease  in  the 
population,  uninhabited. 


HEYTESBURY,  NORTON  BAVANT,  TYTHERINGTON  and  KNOOK. 
The  cottage  accommodation  is  very  good,  and  there  is  an  excellent  water  supply 
to  the  two  former  villages.  Some  of  the  old  cottages  at  Knook  near  the  river  are 
now  unoccupied. 

The  DEVERILLS  and  CROCKERTON  water  is  very  abundant,  but 
shallow  wells  abound,  which  become  unfit  for  use  in  wet  and  rough  weather.  A 
number  of  the  worst  cottages  in. these  villages  are  uninhabited. 

CORSLEY  and  HORNINGSHAM. — The  cottage  accommodation  in  both 
these  villages  is  ample  and  of  good  quality,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the 
water  supply. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  sewage  disposal  is  that  common  in  most  rural  districts,  in  no  part  of  the 
district  are  there  any  public  sewers. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

In  most  of  the  villages  there  is  a  carpenter’s  and  blacksmith’s  shop.  I  also 
find  there  are  a  few  harness  makers,  two  plumbers,  and  two  brick  fields.  A  few 
flour  mills,  mostly  driven  by  water  power,  and  two  buildings  where  wool  stapling 
is  carried  on,  all  these  have  been  inspected,  as  also  have  the  slaughterhouses  and 
bakehouses,  which  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

The  usual  statistical  tables  accompany  this  report. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

FREDERICK  I.  FLOWER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Warminster  Rural  District  Council. 


&  E.  J.  Price,  Printers,  Warminster. 
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